This trend continued until the time between the fourth and fifth, the fifth and sixth, and the sixth and seventh convictions was eight months. Table 2 presents the drivers' mean number and range of convictions for 9 different moving traffic violations. Generally, the incidence and frequency of each of these offenses were low. Although the 3 samples of drivers were comparable according to convictions for speeding and careless driving and according to suspension of a license because of a felony, they were markedly different in their convictions for other offenses. For example, drivers having multiple convictions for DvI operated a vehicle contrary to license specifications on the average 10 times more than did first offenders, and no one in the sample of all Tennessee drivers was convicted of this offense. A similar ordering of the groups of drivers occurred for average number of convictions for reckless driving, operating without a license or appropriate license, driving while the license is revoked and driving while the license is suspended. In hit-and-run convictions, both •)vi subgroups were cronparable, and both had appreciably more convictions than did the random sample of all Tennessee drivers.
The incidence and frequency of accidents, like those of moving traffic violations, were low across all three groups. Except for a single offender's violation of the motor vehicle law resulting in the death of another, no member of any of the groups had viola- Table 2 suggests that this practice was in effect during the period under study, since the mean number of convictions for reckless driving was three and six times greater for single and multiple offenders than for the sample of all drivers.
Second, although the three groups of drivers showed large differences on several of the traffic violation and accident variables, the incidence and frequency of these events were generally low, and for some types of traffic offenses and accidents there was no record of occurrence in any of the three groups. Third, the clinician and researcher must be iudicious in applying the findings of the present study to individual cases. Finally, although driving records provide useful information on •)u• offenders, it is important to assess attitudinal, sociocultural and psychological variables for a more balanced evaluation of •)m intervention programs (10, 13).
